In Loving Memory
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Catherine Frances Dinauer, lovingly known as Cathy, passed away in Carson City, Nevada, on Sunday,
September 27, 2026, at the age of 69. Born on November 22, 1956, Cathy dedicated her life to caring for
others and to upholding the highest standards in the nursing profession.

Cathy was raised in Southern California. Cathy graduated from the California Hospital School of Nursing
in 1980, beginning a career marked by compassion, leadership, and an unwavering sense of duty. She
started her nursing journey in the fast-paced emergency rooms of Los Angeles, where her steady
presence and dedication were immediately evident.

In 1993, Cathy moved to Carson City, Nevada, a place that became her long-term home and the heart of
her professional legacy. She devoted more than two decades to Carson Tahoe Medical Center, touching
countless lives through her commitment to patient care, mentorship, and excellence.

Cathy later joined the Nevada State Board of Nursing, where her expertise and integrity made a profound
impact. In 2016, she became the Executive Director of the Board, leading with kindness, clarity, and
conviction. She guided the Board with an unwavering dedication to its mission of 'protecting the public’s
health, safety and welfare through effective nursing regulation,' a principle she championed every day.

Cathy is survived by her daughter Katie, her son-in-law Chris, and her sister Jacqueline. Among all her
accomplishments, Cathy was most proud of being a mom. She poured her heart into her family,
extended family and friends and her love for them was the foundation of her life.

Beyond her professional life, Cathy found joy outdoors and spent many weekends hiking in Lake Tahoe
and surrounding areas. She loved a good movie, a shopping trip and an occasional trip to France to keep
in touch with extended family; she never could pass up a good French macaron. Cathy will be
remembered for her gentle strength, her generosity of spirit, and the deep respect she held for both the
nursing profession and the patients it serves.

Her legacy lives on in the countless nurses she supported, the community she helped protect, and
everyone who had the privilege of knowing her.

Her family has requested that in lieu of sending flowers or other items in her memory that donations to
her Legacy Scholarship for future Nurse Leaders at the link below would be a lasting way to memorialize
her dedicated contributions to nursing practice nationwide.
https://nvnursesfoundation.org/Donations/cdinauer.php


https://nvnursesfoundation.org/Donations/cdinauer.php

